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UT Martin Rodeo News
December, 2014The University of Tennessee at Martin

Barrel Racing
1.	 Dacia Horne   380
2.	 Katie Brown   320
3.	 Ashley Brooks   310
6.	 Nealey Dalton   220

Bareback Riding
5.  Tanner Phipps    345
6.  Colt Kitaif     270
7.  Jack Kitaif   75
8. Houston Herbert  55

Tie Down Roping
5.  Jacob Dagenhart   190
7.  Clay Brewer   188.3
10.  Clark Adcock  160
12 Cody Inman   130

Steer Wrestling
2.  Jacob dagenhart    320
6.  Clark Adcock   200
9.  Lane Mitchell   160
14.  Cody Hattaway   90

Fall Rodeo Results

Team Results for Fall
Men’s Team	 Points
1.	 Missouri Valley College	 MVC	 3,705.00
2.	 University of Tennessee-Martin	 UTNM	 2,615.00
3.	 University of West Alabama	 UWAL	 1,795.00
				  
Women’s Team	 Points
1.	 Missouri Valley College	 MVC	 1,425.00
2.	 Southern Arkansas University	 SARU	 1,145.00
3.	 University of Tennessee-Martin	 UTNM	 885.00

To see all results go to www.collegerodeo.com

Assistant coach Ben Walker gives 
UTM cowgirl McKenna Cox final 
words of advice in the breakaway 
roping at the Murray College Rodeo.

Both the Men and Women’s team 
won the Murray State Rodeo.

Header
3.  Tucker Kail    300
7.  Jacob Dagenhart    140
9.  Clark Adcock   110

Heeler
3.  Cody Inman     300
6.  Zack Mabry    140
8.  Lane Mitchell   110

Top 15 in each Event

Clark Adcock and Lane Mitchell preparing to team rope at the 
Murray State Rodeo.

www.collegerodeo.com
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Micayla Gray competing in the goat tying at 
Southern Arkansas. 

Cody Inman winning 2nd in the calf roping average 
at The University of West Alabama.

Dacia Horne riding to first place in the average at 
the University of West Alabama college rodeo.

Nealey Dalton making a winning run on “Miss 
Mango” during the barrel race at  Murray State on 
her way to winning the average.
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Just in time for Christmas!!

To order call the rodeo office at 731-881-7426 or email dluthi@utm.edu to place your order.

Shipping is $5.00 on orders up to 3 items. $10.00 for 4 - 6 items

We accept credit cards, checks, and cash

National Championship caps are one size fits 
all and cost $15.00

Order your National Championship caps, t-shirts, and calendars 
for an awesome one-of-a-kind Christmas gifts!

The t-shirts are in adult sizes S - 3X and cost 
$15.00

Rodeo Calendars cost $10.00

mailto: dluthi@utm.edu
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Each member of the 2014 UTM Men’s 
Rodeo Team received a pair of beautiful 
National Championship spurs during 
halftime of the UT Martin v Tennessee Tech 
football game on October 9th. The spurs 
were donated by John Fuqua and Allegro/
Betsy Ross Foundation. (photo credits Nathan Morgan)

UTM Men’s Team receives National Championship Spurs

UTM Men’s team on the football field with their National Championship spurs.

UTM Athletic Director, Julio Freire smiles as he 
shakes hands with UTM Rodeo cowboy Tucker Kail.

Clay Brewer is congratulated by the UTM AD for 
being part of the 2014 National Champion Men’s 
Rodeo Team.
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UTM rodeo student-
athlete Natalie Fletcher 
was voted to represent 
the Ozark Region as 
the Regional Student 
Director for the next 
two years. The job 
comes with a lot of  
responsibility as she will 
be required to be in 
the arena during all the 
college rodeos supervising 
all events. Along with the 
regional faculty advisor, 
Natalie will represent 
the Ozark Region at the 
NIRA Board Meetings 
where the student and 
faculty directors from all 
11 college rodeo regions 
meet and discuss rule 
changes, sponsorships, 
and plan the direction 

Ozark Region Student Director
of  college rodeo.  The 
Winter Board meeting 
is in Las Vegas during 
the NFR and the 
Summer Board meeting 
takes place in Casper, 
Wyoming the week 
before the College Finals.

Natalie sums up her 
feelings so far as 
“mostly it’s been a great 
experience to be involved 
in all events at each 
rodeo instead of  just the 
ones I compete in. It’s 
neat seeing the parts that 
must come together to 
have a productive rodeo. 
I’m looking forward to 
going to Vegas to meet 
many new people at the 
board meeting and pick 
out our regional awards!”

Natalie Fletcher, Ozark Region Student 
Director, during the Murray State Rodeo.

Natalie in the arena during the 2014 UTM Rodeo. (photo credit Christie Photography)
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The University of  Tennessee is an EEO/AA/Title VI/Title IX/Section 504/ADA/ADEA institution in the provision of  its education and employment programs and services.  All qualified applicants will receive equal consideration for em-
ployment without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, pregnancy, marital status, sexual orientation, gender identity, age, physical or mental disability, or covered veteran status. In compliance with the Jeanne Clery Disclosure of  
Campus Security Policy and Campus Crime Statistics Act (The Clery Act), UTM’s annual security report includes statistics for the previous three years concerning reported crimes that occurred on or around the campus and UTM’s emergency 
response and evacuation procedures. You can view the report at http://www.utm.edu/departments/finadmin/publicsafety/annualreport.php or you may obtain a paper copy of  the report by contacting the Office of  Public Safety, 215 Hurt 
Street, Martin, TN 38238 or calling (731) 881-7777. Data on intercollegiate athletics program participation rates and financial support may be found at http://www.utm.edu/webshare/consumer_docs/09-10%20DOE-EADA%20Report.
pdf  and printed copies may be obtained through the Office of  Intercollegiate Athletics, 1022 Elam Center, Martin, TN 38238 or by calling (731) 881-7660.  E05-4105-00-004-15

February 26, 27, 28 – at Cossatot CC

March 26, 27, 28 – at East Missouri CC

April 16, 17, 18 – at Arkansas-Monticello

April 23, 24, 25 – at Northwest Mississippi CC

SAVE THE DATE

APRIL 9, 10, & 11, 2015

47TH ANNUAL UT MARTIN 
SPRING COLLEGE RODEO

2015 Spring Rodeo Schedule

Coach Luthi hangs out with Captain SkyHawk during 
Quad City.

The UT Martin Rodeo Team would like to thank Dan Post Boots for supplying them with a pair of the 
toughest and most comfortable boots going! (photo credit Ryne Rickman)
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Each year the Best Rodeo Booster Club in 
America feeds the UTM Rodeo team members 
with piles of  homemade cooking. This year the 
tradition continues with the team being fed on 
several occasions in the Ag Pavilion classroom 
after the Monday night team meeting. No one 
leaves hungry!

Best Booster Club Ever!
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   I was asked to tell a 
little about what I have 
been up to in the last few 
years, since my time at the 
University of  Tennessee 
at Martin (1998-2001). 
      After graduation, I went 
back to my home state of  
Michigan. After a short 
lived career in Excavation, 
I attended Olivet College 
to get my Teaching 
Certificate in Biology 
and Social Studies. I 
was still rodeoing in the 
Great Lakes Circuit. I 
was the Bareback Riding 
Event Director for a 
few years and was even 
fortunate enough to get 
to compete at the Dodge 
National Circuit Finals.  
I made quite a few new 
friends and continued to 
stay in contact and even 
travel with some of  my 
old College Roommates 
(Cody Martin, Scott 
Jones, Jonathan Taylor, 
and Jeremiah Diffee). I 
still try to stay in contact 
with the guys from the 
team through the phone 
and Facebook. Sadly, as 
time passes the phone 
calls seem to have a 
longer span of  time in 
between them, but we still 
talk like we just saw each 

other at the last rodeo.  
The last rodeo for me was 
in 2009 when I had to 
have surgery on my arm 
again……. I decided that 
if  I ever have a sore elbow 
again it was going to be 
from setting the hook on 
one too many walleyes!
    Today, most of  my time 
is spent around middle 
and high school kids in 
a ranching community, 
just south of  I-70, in 
Ellsworth, Kansas. I teach 
7th grade Life Science 
and U.S. History and I 
am the assistant Wrestling 
Coach.  I do still use my 
UTM Ag degree today as 
I sell Channel Seed on the 
side.  If  I am not at school I 
stay busy outside hunting, 
fishing, or trapping.  
  Congratulations, to 
Coach Luthi and The 
National Champion 
Team. I have a lot 
of  fun following the 
UTM College Team 
throughout the year.   
What an awesome 
accomplishment. That is 
what Hard Work and a 
Positive Attitude will get 
you in Life.  

Happy Holidays,
Steve Thorburn

Alumni Spotlight

“Steve was a great athlete with a great attitude,” 
remembers Coach Luthi. “He lived up to the 
definition of Total Release Effort. When Steve 
got on a bareback horse, everyone wanted to 
watch because something was going to happen, 
and a large percentage of the time it was really 
good! Steve always went for first and strived to 
make the most out of what he had.”

Steve Thorburn
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Learning about bareback riding from Coach Luthi 
with a demonstration by Tanner Phipps.

Highlighting Events

Coach Luthi and Micayla Gray help with UTM 
Athletics’ Can Caravan for Santa’s Village.

The professors had their Rodeo Calendars auto-
graphed by team members Cody Inman, Tucker 
Kail and Clark Adcock.

5 visiting professors from Hirosaki University in 
Japan requested to meet the National Champion 
Rodeo team and tour the facilities.
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Cody Cooper
Martin
Junior

Ashley Brooks
South Fulton

Freshman

UT Martin Rodeo Team 2014

Slade Bronson
Jennings, Fla.

Junior

Kayla Baier
Kenton

Sophomore

Clark Adcock
Smithville

Senior

Kelsey Bussell
Cookeville

Junior

Clay Brewer
Rutherford

Senior

Riley Bibee
Adairville, Ky.
Sophomore

Erin Bronson
Jennings, Fla.

Junior

Katie Brown
Waverly
Senior

Nealey Dalton
Adamsville

Junior

Madison Crow
Kingston Springs

Sophomore

Casey Cox
McKenzie
Freshman

Jacob Dagenhart
Statesville, N.C.

Senior

Megan Crow
Kingston Springs

Sophomore
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Natalie Fletcher
Knoxville

Junior

Austin Duckett
Dalton, Ga.

Junior

Sydney Dressler
Dodgeville, Wis.

Sophomore

Van Figgeroa
Lynchburg
Freshman

Kayla Edmondson
Nolesville
Freshman

Alexandria Hancock
Morganfield, Ky.

Freshman

Mary Francis Gorsuch
Lancaster, Ohio

Senior

Kaytlyn Franklin
Sparta

Sophomore

Chris Haggard
Chapel Hill
Freshman

Micayla Gray
Sikeston, Mo.

Junior

Kurt Ingraham
Franklin

Freshman

Cody Hattaway
Smithville
Freshman

Makayla Harrison
Damascus, Va.

Sophomore

Dacia Horne
Lebanon
Senior

Houston Herbert
College Grove

Freshman

Trey Lloyd
Mt. Ulla, N.C.

Freshman

Tucker Kail
Gleason

Sophomore

Cody Inman
Prospect

Sophomore

Jack Kitaif
Tylertown

Senior

Colt Kitaif
Tylertown

Senior
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Ben Walker
Assistant Coach

John Luthi
Head Coach 

Nelson Davis
Athletic Trainer

Assistant Coach

Sarah Montgomery
Petersburg, Ohio

Junior

Meredith McDonnell
Hermitage

Junior

Zack Mabry
Oneonta, Ala.

Senior

Lane Mitchell
Bolivar
Junior

Jessie McMahon
Murfreesboro

Junior

Hannah Stepp
Pontotoc, Miss

Freshman

Brandi Pittman
Bogalusa, La.

Freshman

Tanner Phipps
Dalton, Ga.

Senior

Heath Simpson
Somerville

Junior

Jerry Rogers
Trenton
Senior

Tammi Jo Swearingen
Horsehead, N.Y.

Senior

Jacy Thrasher
Colleoka
Junior

Kenzley Wilson
Black Oak, Ark.

Sophomore

Savannah Warner
Red Bank

Sophomore
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Remember this Handout…

Follow the rodeo team at

www.utmsports.com

www.utmsports.com

